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Welcome to the Barbican 
Press 2015 -16 catalogue. 
The primary focus of our list is cutting-edge fiction. By cutting-edge 

we mean fiction that has a distinctive voice, a distinct intelligence, 
and is eager to embrace a realm of ideas not usually found in fiction. 
They are also compellingly good reads. 

The same factors can be found in the best nonfiction too. That’s why 
we are bringing out Brian W. Lavery’s stirring tale of high seas adventure 
and the women who changed the shipping laws after three Hull trawlers 
sank in quick succession. ‘Mark my words,’ John Prescott tweeted about 
The Headscarf Revolutionaries, ‘this could become the next Made in 
Dagenham.’

Our new novels kick off with D.D. Johnston’s second Barbican Press 
title, The Secret Baby Room, a radical contemporary thriller set in 
Manchester. The Czech writer Martin Vopěnka’s astounding novel The 
Fifth Dimension is the first of our European literary classics (look out 
for a defining new translation of Dante’s Inferno next year). Critics are 
already calling Colin Sargent’s The Boston Castrato ‘masterful’, with its 
rich evocation of 1920s Boston. It shares examination of gender roles with 
Sarah Walton’s debut novel Rufius, a thrilling historical adventure that 
leads us into the burning library of 4th Century Alexandria. Like Jerome 
K. Jerome, David Bagchi was born in Walsall and The Mystery of Briony 
Lodge is his dashing tribute to Three Men in a Boat, with a strong splash of 
Sherlock Holmes. 

This catalogue celebrates our backlist too. Sphinx springs adventures 
in Ancient Egypt and far galaxies; Ectopia sets a tough teen dystopia in 
London; The Monster’s Wife is a feminist sequel to Frankenstein; and The 
Deconstruction of Professor Thrub is … well, utterly remarkable, a Morning 
Star ‘Radical Book of the Year’. 

Our vision at Barbican Press is that books that can change lives must 
be shared. As readers, booksellers, and those who shape our literary 
world, we invite you to dive deep into our books – because you are who 
they are made for.

Martin Goodman
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‘The British-based Barbican Press is a small literary publisher; if the rest of their 

list matches the caliber of this fine novel, they’ll be a house to keep an eye on for 

American readers of literary fiction.’ 

- KEL MUNGER, THE AMERICAN WRITER, CRITIC, EDITOR AND PROFESSOR 

OF JOURNALISM, WRITING OF THE MONSTER’S WIFE, SHORTLISTED FOR 
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CRIME / THRILLER 
ISBN: 9781909954182   

E-ISBN: 9781909954199

129 x 198mm

288pp
£8.99 pbk

Rights held: World

NONFICTION / 
BIOGRAPHY
ISBN: 9781909954144    

E-ISBN: 9781909954151

156 x 234mm

216pp + 8 pp B&W photos

£12.99 pbk

Rights held: World

THE SECRET BABY ROOM
D.D. JOHNSTON

You both think you’re ready for 
children. The only problem is your 
new neighbourhood, where children 
disappear.

Claire Wilson knows what she saw: on 
the eighth floor of a derelict tower block, 
a woman was bottle-feeding a baby. 
But why would anyone take a baby into 
a boarded-up tower block? In an area 
of Manchester plagued by unexplained 
tragedies, Claire’s only allies are a pagan 

witch, a wild-child party girl, and a husband with too many secrets.

‘D. D. Johnston’s The Secret Baby Room is a tense and compelling psychological 

thriller. Johnston offers us a wonderfully gripping read, but also a compassionate 

and moving story of people struggling to survive at the margins of a rapidly 

changing city.’ 

– LEE HORSLEY, AUTHOR OF THE NOIR THRILLER

Edinburgh-born D.D. Johnston’s first two novels were books of the 
year in The Sunday Herald and The Morning Star. He is senior lecturer 
in Creative Writing at the University of Gloucestershire, and is the star 
writer on www.onlinewritingtips.com.
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THE HEADSCARF 
REVOLUTIONARIES 
BRIAN W. LAVERY

In 1968, three trawlers from Hull’s fleet 
sank in just three weeks. 58 men died. 
Lillian Bilocca put down her filleting knife 
and stormed into action. With her army of 
fishwives she changed the shipping laws. 
Lillian Bilocca became an international 
celebrity. The lone survivor of the tragedies 
made headlines too. In a tight fishing 
community, it’s dangerous to stand out. 

‘Lavery’s tale of how the Triple Trawler Tragedy unleashed the fury of the 

formidable women of the Hessle Road is inspirational. Lily Bilocca personified  

the courage and determination of an entire community.’ 

- RT. HON. ALAN JOHNSON MP, AUTHOR OF THIS BOY

“Mark my words, this is the next Made in Dagenham.’ 

– JOHN PRESCOTT

Born in Glasgow, Brian W. Lavery spent 25 years in the forefront of 
journalism, most of those in Hull. He writes about a community he knows 
from the inside. Brian worked on this book toward a PhD in Creative 
Writing from the University of Hull. He has presented programmes on 
Lillian Bilocca’s life on BBC TV and Radio 4. 

JUNE 2015 JULY 2015



GENERAL FICTION / 
MYSTERY
ISBN: 9781909954076   

E-ISBN: 9781909954106

111 X 181mm

145pp
£9.99 hardback

Rights held: World

LITERARY FICTION / 
S CIENCE FICTION
ISBN: 9781909954083    

E-ISBN: 9781909954090

129 x 198mm

288 pp
£8.99 pbk

Rights held: World

SEPTEMBER 2015 FEBRUARY 2016
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THE MYSTERY OF  
BRIONY LODGE
DAVID BAGCHI

For three Victorian slackers—to say 
nothing of their dog—becoming 
Sherlock Holmes’s neighbours was 
very nearly the death of them. In this 
mash-up of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 
and Jerome K. Jerome, their best-loved 
creations collide chaotically.

London, the early 1890s. Jerome 
and his fox-terrier Montmorency have 
recently moved to a new set of rooms 

in Mrs Hudson’s establishment in Baker Street. The tenant of the floor 
below has some anti-social habits, but at least the rent is low. When Miss 
Briony Lodge alerts them to threats on her life the bank clerk, the lawyer’s 
assistant, the dog and the novelist of Three Men in a Boat are bound for a 
desperate new adventure.

Born in Walsall of Indian and Welsh stock, and educated there and at 
Oxford, David Bagchi is a theological historian now based in Hull. His 
first novel, a Tudor conspiracy thriller, won the TBS Novel Prize.  
The Mystery of Briony Lodge is his second work of fiction.

THE FIFTH DIMENSION
MARTIN VOPENKA  
(Trs. Hana Sklenkova)

It seems like a deal – leave your family 
behind in Prague for a year, take part in a 
demanding experiment in the Andes, and 
come home with a fortune. 

With a treatise on black holes for 
company, Jakob settles in at altitude. The 
air is thin. Strangers pass by on dangerous 
pilgrimage while his young wife and kids 
take life in his mind. In mountain starkness, 
the big questions take shape – like what 

happens to love inside a black hole?

‘I loved it: simple as that. I started reading thinking I’d start with a few chapters 

and pace it over a week or two, but I found I couldn’t stop. A potent and 

haunting novel of black holes, solitude and the sublime, it is never less than 

immensely readable and absorbing.’ 

– ADAM ROBERTS

A celebrated novelist, his work is ‘reminiscent of both Kafka and Kundera’

– CHOICE 

Martin Vopenka was born in Prague in 1963. He is a member of the Czech 
PEN Club and chairman of the Association of Czech Publishers.



LITERARY FICTION
ISBN: 9781909954168    

E-ISBN: 9780956336415

152 x 229mm

416 pp
£9.99 pbk

Rights held: World

LITERARY FICTION
ISBN: 9781909954205   

E-ISBN: 9781909954212

129 x 198mm

304pp
£9.99 pbk

Rights held: World

MARCH 2016FEBRUARY 2016
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THE BOSTON CASTRATO 
COLIN W. SARGENT

Raffi left more than his country behind 
in Rome. Snipped by a bishop as 
the last castrato, he is bundled off 
to America when the Church takes 
shame. Forbidden to use his voice, 
other skills steal him into the society of 
1920s Boston. From high poetry to low 
skulduggery, the city builds and takes 
shape around him. Raffi enters the 
hardest quest of all – the search for a 
genuine love song. 

‘In exuberant yet precise prose, Colin Sargent conjures a sweeping tale of love, 

murder, and revenge.’ 

- CHRISTINA BAKER KLINE, #1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF 

ORPHAN TRAIN.

‘Masterful command of language. A rare book, one that will settle into the soul for 

a lifetime.’ 

- MORGAN CALLAN ROGERS, AUTHOR, RED RUBY HEART IN A COLD BLUE SEA

Colin W. Sargent is a novelist, poet, and founding editor and publisher 
of Portland Magazine. A graduate of the United States Naval Academy, 
he has an MFA from Stonecoast and a Ph.D. in Creative Writing from 
Lancaster University.

RUFIUS
SARAH WALTON

Child street gangs, heretic mystics, 
bloodthirsty bishops and ancient desert 
drugs collide in 4th century Alexandria. 
For Rufius, a transfer from Rome for a top 
job in the Great Library is simply exile. The 
lighthouse, one of the Seven Wonders of the 
World, means nothing to him. His wonders 
are in their teens and found in the city’s 
back streets. As religious passions flare, 
Rufius finds love. Such love was a dangerous 
comfort in a city set for flames.

‘Rufius reminds me of Marguerite Yourcenar. Armed with the hypnotic and heretic 

prose of a pedigree writer, Sarah Walton shows how we got here and the wonders, 

beliefs and wit we have left behind forever. An orgiastic blast.’ 

- JOSÉ LUIS DE JUAN, AUTHOR OF THIS BREATHING WORLD  

& FICTION EDITOR FOR EL PAÍS

Sarah Walton was born in 70s London. In the 80s she partied. In the 90s 
she partied harder, studied literature in France and Spain, founded a  
dot.com and went to Silicon Valley. Sarah has a PhD in Creative Writing, 
and advises governments and businesses on digital strategies.



LITERARY FICTION /  
S CIENCE FICTION
ISBN: 9781909954083   

E-ISBN: 9781909954090

129 x 198mm

288pp
£8.99 pbk

Rights held: World

★ �Shortlisted for the Saltire 
Society’s Scottish First 
Book of the Year

LITERARY FICTION / 
HORROR /  
NEO -VICTORIAN
ISBN: 9781909954052    

E-ISBN: 9781909954045

152 x 229mm

258 pp
£12.99 pbk

Rights held: World, exc. Film
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SPHINX:  
THE SECOND COMING
JAMES THORNTON

SPHINX: THE SECOND COMING conjures 
the Ancient Gods of Egypt into a thrilling 
science fiction adventure. The Sphinx 
waits. Secrets of Ancient Egypt are alive 
beneath modern Cairo. As a team of 
westerners unlocks a code in the fabric 
of the Great Pyramid, ruling powers on 
distant galaxies stay alert for the future 
of planet Earth. Visionary storytelling of 
the highest order takes you deep into 

the mysteries of Egypt, and the wildest reaches of the imagination.

Sphinx is Intelligent, inspiring and innovative. The combination of past, present 

and future is genuinely original and the ideas are fantastic. A really good read that 

could hit the same thirst for understanding as Dan Brown. 

- MANDA SCOTT, BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF THE CRYSTAL SKULL

James Thornton is founder of ClientEarth, a global organization that pitches 

lawyers into the battle to save the environment, and has been called ‘one of ten 

people who could change the world’ 

- THE NEW STATESMAN. 

His second novel, Sphinx draws on James’s travels through Ancient 
Egypt and his years running a top neuroscience research group.

THE MONSTER’S WIFE
KATE HORSLEY

A startling new sequel to Mary Shelley’s 
classic novel Frankenstein, told from the 
perspective of the girl Victor Frankenstein 
transformed into a bride for his monster.  
To a tiny island in Orkney, peopled by a 
devout community of twenty, comes Victor 
Frankenstein, driven there by a Devil’s 
bargain: to make a wife for the Creature who 
is stalking him across Europe.  

‘It is brilliantly weird, dark and “horrid” – and it is 

a tender account of women’s friendships and dreams of freedom. It is profoundly 

touching and weirdly macabre at the same time. I’ve never read anything quite like 

it and I think it is wonderful.’

- SARA MAITLAND

‘A superb debut, an atmospheric and gripping mystery. Fresh and original, and 

bursting with the most beautiful and lyrical prose.  A stunning novel.’ 

- KJ WIGNALL, AUTHOR OF THE MERCIAN TRILOGY

Kate Horsley has a PhD from Harvard and now teaches at the University 
of Chester, where she’s a Writing Fellow. She lives in Manchester.
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★ �Longlisted for the  
Goldmsiths Prize

★ �A Morning Star Radical  
Book of the Year

LITERARY FICTION
ISBN: 9780956336460    

E-ISBN: 9780956336415

152 x 229mm

342 pp
£12.99 pbk

Rights held: World

S CIENCE FICTION / 
DYSTOPIA
ISBN: 9780956336453    

E-ISBN: 9780956336422

152 x 229mm

266pp
£12.99 pbk

Rights held: World

ECTOPIA
MARTIN GOODMAN

For sixteen years the Earth has baked and 
no girls have been born. Karen’s the last girl 
and Steven’s her gay twin. Dad turns their 
London home into a fortress as women take 
the chance to rule the world. Their eyes are 
on Steven. Perhaps, with a little medical 
interference, he could be the saviour of the 
world.

A terrific novel with excellent characterisation, 

narration and dialogue. It’s also thematically 

strong. A story of great depth, raising questions about who we are and how we 

define ourselves. As with A Clockwork Orange and 1984, the world is built by 

language. Steven is a brilliant narrator with a thrilling tale to tell.

– INTERZONE

A thought provoking read that isn’t afraid to take risks, which gives it a leg up in 

the crowded dystopian marketplace.

- LITREACTOR

Martin Goodman writes fiction and nonfiction. He has lived in Saudi 
Arabia, Qatar, China, Thailand, the USA, France, Germany, Italy and 
around the UK, and travelled widely. He is Professor of Creative Writing 
at the University of Hull.

THE DECONSTRUCTION OF 
PROFESSOR THRUB
D.D.JOHNSTON

The Deconstruction of Professor Thrub 
explodes with ideas and characters 
and events. It’s a brazen campus 
comedy, a medical drama, a radical 
romp through modern philosophy and 
twentieth century history, and a cheery 
ride through the nature of the Scottish 
Highlands. A young student tracks the 
biography of Elsie Stewart from her job 
as a London maid and to the Spanish 

Civil War, while true love runs far from smooth.

‘The Deconstruction of Professor Thrub is like a dopamine-enhanced Porterhouse 

Blue -  a determinedly extraordinary book.’ 

- THE MORNING STAR

‘An ambitious, erudite work with a profound interest in the world as we find it.’ 

- CHRISTOPHER BURNS, THE WARWICK REVIEW

Scottish writer D.D. Johnston’s first novel Peace, Love and Petrol Bombs 
drew on his life of radical action. It helped win him three years major 
funding to write a mould-breaking new novel. Radically, he determined 
to break all bounds and so make it unpublishable. Barbican Press loved it 
so much, we took on the challenge.
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TRAVEL ESSAYS
Writing Hull
ISBN: 780956336491

170 x 244mm

£7.99 pbk

CHILDREN’S FICTION/ 
STORIES
When Opposites Attract
ISBN: 9780956336484

125 x210mm

94pp
£5 pbk

PLAYS 
CBA
ISBN: 9781909954021   

E-ISBN: 9781909954038

140 x 216mm 72pp
£9.99 pbk

Rights held: World

That Berlin Moment
ISBN: 9781909954014 

ISBN: 9781909954045

216 x 140mm 92 pp
£9.99 pbk

CBA
BY SARAH JANE DICKENSON

Trialled in schools with young people. Fast paced 
and thought-provoking, CBA examines growing 
up in a digital world.

THAT BERLIN MOMENT
BY SARAH JANE DICKENSON

Bold, challenging and compelling That Berlin 
Moment is a play for four adult characters, 
two female and two male, which explores how 
memory is more about the present and the future 
than the past.

Sarah Jane Dickenson is a playwright, National 
Teaching Fellow and senior lecturer in Drama 
at the University of Hull. plays are performed in 
theatres across the UK and Europe, and in school 
and community venues internationally.

WRITING HULL
ED. MARTIN GOODMAN

Sixteen writers bring Hull and its surrounds 
to vivid life in a collection of bright writing. 
Hull Fair, the mean streets of Barton, wartime 
memories, raw stories from the Humber and the 
seas, tales from Spurn Point to Scarborough, 
history from the medieval to yesterday, this 
book holds a great city at its heart.

WHEN OPPOSITES ATTRACT:
Award-winning Stories by Teens from Hull
ED. MARTIN GOODMAN  
Introduction: Malorie Blackman

23 teenage writers respond to Malorie 
Blackman’s books with stories of their own. 
Characters reach across divides of love, race, 
war and gender. With a special introduction by 
Malorie Blackman.
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